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Ny dear D r .  Gregg: 

D r .  Yerkes t e l l s  m e  t h a t  he has sen t  you copies  of two l e t t e r s  o f  a 
correspondence which he has  had wi th  me. Since you have seen' t h e s e  
l e t t e r s ,  I am sending you a copy of  D r .  Ycrkes' e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  t o  me. 

Nei ther  of D r .  Yerkes' l e t t e r s  makes i t  c l e a r  to  me whcther t h e  
Rockefe l le r  Foundation o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  a s soc ia t ion  of i t s  name w i t h  
t h i s  research ,  o r  whether t h e  ques t ion  i s  one of conf in ing  a l l  c r e d i t  
t o  t h e  Nat ional  Resenrch Council's Committee . 
As t o  the source o f  t h e  funds which D r .  Yerkes' Committee has  approp- 
r i a t e d  f o r  our work, I have, i n  t h e  pLst ,  had D r .  Yerkes '  own s ta te -  
ment, I have had your s ta tement ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  published s ta tement  i n  
the annuel r e p o r t  of the National  Research Council ,  and t h e r e  i s  t h e  
publ ished s ta tement  i n  t h e  annual r e p o r t  of the Rockefe l le r  Foundation 
t h a t  m o s t  of t h e  funds,  i f  n o t  a l l  of t h e  funds which D r .  Yerkes' 
Committee has pu t  i r , to  our p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t ,  have come from t h e  
Rockefe l le r  Foundation. Xo one has p rev ious ly  advised me khat it 
was i nappropr i a t e  t o  name the  source of  t hese  funds, and s i n c e  t h e r e  
are many hundreds o f  p ro fes s iona l  pLwsons, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the Eas t e rn  
a r e a s ,  w b  a re  w e l l  acquainted wi th  t h i s  connection between t h e  
Rockefe l le r  Foundation and t h e  Yerkes committee, it would seem a 
d i f f i c u l t  matter t o  puS l i c ly  deny what i s  so g e n e r a l l y  known. I do 
no t  understand D r .  Yerkes repea ted  s ta tement  t h a t  t he  Rockefe l le r  
Foundation is no t  support ing t h e  work, and has no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  
connect ion therewi th .  He e v i d e n t l y  has i n  mind Q t e c h n i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  
which i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  have o u t s i d e r s  understand. 

I should be g lad  t o  knaw whether you, your Divis ion,  o r  the Rockefe l le r  
Foundation as a whole, Ljishes t o  have i t s  connection wi th  t h i s  work 
repudia ted .  

I t  should be explained t h a t  t h i s  apparent  connect ion between t h e  
Etockefeller Foundation and the  r e sea rch  has been t h e  source of m a t e r i a l  
h e l p  dur ing  t h e  past year. In  t h e  year, we hat-e secured the  h i s t io r i e s  
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of a couple of hundred top-ranking phys ic ians  and p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  have 
had the e n t r e e  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  group of medical schools  i n  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  
and have had the  l i v l i e s t  i n t e r e s t  expressed i n  our  work by such 
p s y c h i a t r i c  groups as those  a t  t h e  New York S t a t e  P s y c h i a t r i c  I n s t i t u t e ,  
the S t a t e  Psych ia t r i c  Hospi ta l  in  Phi lade lphia ,  t h e  Eeiminger C l i n i c ,  
p r i v a t e l y  p r a c t i c i n g  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  i n  both N e w  York and Phi lade lphia ,  
and by l o c a l  and n a t i o n a l  p s y c h i a t r i c  o rgan iza t ions  who are schedul ing 
us  f o r  t h e i r  programs w i t h i n  t h e  coming year .  The coopera t ion  of t h e  
medical  and p s y c h i a t r i c  group i s  of  ines t imable  va lue  i n  having t h e  
work accepted when it i s  puSlished.  
w i t h  t h e s e  groups dur ing  t h e  p a s t  year and t h e  i n s i g h t  which we have 
had i n t o  t h e i r  t h ink ing  w i l l  make it poss ib l e  f o r  u s  t o  avoid e r r o r s  
and t o  a n t i c i p a t e  c r i t i c i s m s  p r i o r  t o  pub l i ca t ion .  re might have 
Wasted a g r e a t  d e a l  of our energy answering p o i n t l e s s  c r i t i c i s m s  subse- 
quent  t o  pub l i ca t ion  i f  we had n o t  had theso  oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  d i s -  
cuss ions  wi th  medical groups p r i o r  t o  pub l i ca t ion .  I imply no c r i t i c i s m ,  
but  I t h i n k  I skate a f a c t  w i t h  which you must be f a m i l i a r  when I say 
t h a t  t h e  medical profess ion  i s  s k e p t i c a l  of research  which i s  dooe by 
o t h e r  t h a n  medical groups,  and t he  known connection between our r e sea rch  
and the Rockefe l le r  Foundation has, without  quest ion,  been a cons ider -  
ab le  f a c t o r  i n  g iv ine  us  access  t o  these groups during the  p a s t  year .  
Since the  m d i c a l  and p s y c h i a t r i c  groups w i l l  have more use f o r  our 
d a t a  than any o t h w  group,  upon i t s  pub l i ca t ion  i n  t echn ica l  form, 
it has seemed t o  us proper t h a t  we should e s t a b l i s h  r e l a t i o n s  with 
t h i s  group i n  the  c m r s e  of our work. Vuhile che Nat iona l  Research 
Council i s  known t o  s c i e n t i s t s ,  it has  been our repea ted  experience 
t h a t  t he  pub l i c  i n  genera l ,  and even a cons iderable  po r t ion  of the 
medical group, do n o t  know of t h e  organiza t ion ,  and have been more i n -  
c l i n e d  t o  cons ider  our work because of i t s  support  by funds from your 
Foundation. There is no doubt t h a t  the d r a f t  deferments which we have 
for our  s ta f f  could n o t  have been obtained during t h i s  l a s t  per iod  i f  
you had n o t  w r i t t e n  w i t h  t he  name of the  Foundation behind you. 
I t h i n k  t h a t  I have always as soc ia t ed  the  name of t he  Nat ional  Research 
Counc<l 's  Committee and the  Rockefe l le r  Foundation wherever we were 
dea l ing  wi th  a group i n t e l l i g e n t  enough t o  understand such o r g a n i z a t i o r s .  

The d i scuss ions  which we have had 

However, 

D r .  Yerkes proposes a meeting between the t h r e e  o f  u s  and I should,  o f  
course,  be very g lad  t o  a r range  t h i s  whenever you wish. I am sending 
D r  Yerkes a copy of t h i s  l e t t e r .  

The research  has  been more d i f f i c u l l ;  t han  any cne except  two o r  t h r e e  
members of t h e  immediate s ta f f  can r e a l i z e .  I t  has  involved meeting 
t e n s  of thousands of people of  a l l  s o c i a l  l e v e l s ,  winning t h e i r  con- 
f idence ,  and persuading them t o  confide h i s t o r i e s  which, i n  e igh ty - f ive  
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pe r  c e n t  of the males, involved p o s s i b i l i t y  of l c g a l  a c t i o n  i f  t h e  
confidences were divulged.  There have been hundreds of people who 
have gone cons iderably  ou t  of t h e i r  way t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the  work 
f o r  no o the r  reason than  t h e i r  d e s i r e  to  prevent. a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n  of sex. 
r epea ted ly  s tood up by the po l i ce .  R e  have met end s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  come 
through a l l  of  t h e s e  thousands of  o b s t a c l e s ,  and, i n  n e a r l y  eve ry  c a s e ,  
w i thou t  having t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o r  anyone back of u s  f o r  
suppor t .  

&e have been a r r e s t e d ,  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by sherifi 's,  and 

The ga ther ing  of t h e  necessary  q u a n t i t y  of  d a t a  t o  d o  t h i s  t h i n g  r i g h t  
could be a century-long process  i f  it w e r e  n o t  p s h e d  w i t h  all t h e  
energy and long hours of work which b e l i e f  i n  t h e  va lue  of the r e sea rch  
engenders. The staff has worked long hours;  and for  weeks a t  a s t r e t c h ,  
while  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  we have worked 15 and 16 hours p e r  day f o r  6 and 
o f t en  7 days of t h e  week. For th ree  years, I supriorted all of the 
r e s e a r c h  out  of my own pocket,  and onlywhen I reached the l i m i t  of 
my f i n a n c i a l  c a p a c i t y  d i d  I ask f o r  h e l p  from anyone. 
suppor t  which we have had dur ing  the p a s t  t h ree  y e w s  h a s  made it 
poss ib l e  t o  accomplish a t  a r a t e  which even I had m v e r  hoped f o r .  
The 6300 h i s t o r i e s  which we now have a r e  31 times a s  many as i n  t h e  
b e s t  o f  the published s t u d i e s ,  and 21 t imes  as many as i n  the l a r g e s t  
o f  t he  published s tud ie s .  In spite o f  the handicaps of war s i t u a t i o n s ,  
end the amount o f  time t h a t  it has  taken t o  f i g h t  f o r  deferments of 
s t a f f ,  f o r  Fas and t i r e  r a t i o n i n g ,  f o r  p r i o r i t i e s  on l abora to ry  equip-  
ment, e t c . ,  we have b u i l t  a s ta f f  which is now equipped t o  work a t  s t i l l  
h ighe r  speed. 
l ack  of  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  w e  can  accumulate such a body of d a t a  as w i l l  
be t h e  u l t ima te  source of information i n  t h i s  f i e l d  f o r  a century  t o  come. 

I 

The f i n a n c i a l  
I 

, 
' 
, There is no ques t ion  t h a t ,  w i t h  reasonable  support  and 

Lie are ready t o  assume a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
t h e  way i n  which ind iv idua l  problems should be m e t  and solved; b u t  
any source of support  f o r  the  work must, on occasion,  be w i l l i n g  t o  
defend it when p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ions  are ra i sed .  he hear  a thousand 
ob jec t ions ,  end s a t i s f y  them, for every one t h a t  g e t s  through t o  t h e  
Adminis t ra t ion of the Univers i ty ,  o r  t o  D r .  Yerkes' Committee, o r  t o  
t h e  Foundation. 
p r i s e  of some ou t s ide r s ,  has sp lend id ly  m e t  what cri t icisms have come 
i t s  way and defended us on eve ry  occasion. W e  must have t h a t  s o r t  of 
suppor t  from any o the r  cource t h a t  cpu\'t+.cboJtES IR any way t o  the research .  

The Adminis t ra t ion of  Indiana  Univers i ty ,  t o  t h e  sur- 
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There is no organization t h a t  can support us better,  in most case8 
merely by acknowledging i t s  support, t han  your own Rockefeller 
Foundation 

Bfter you have had an opportunity to consider  the several 
angles  of t h i s  question, I should be glad to h w e  your advice on t he  
mat te r .  

ACX: e as 
Enclosure 


